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“…I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people..…” 

Dec. 24, 2025                8 PM 

Christmas Eve 



 

 
 

Entrance Rite 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN O come, all ye faithful (Adeste fideles) (H 83) 



 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION  

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

  

 

SONG OF PRAISE  

The following is sung, all standing 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant 

that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when 



he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 



 

PSALM: Psalm 96 

Remain seated. 

 1Sing to the LORD a new song; * 

  sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. 

 

 2Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; * 

  proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

 

 3Declare his glory among the nations * 

  and his wonders among all peoples. 

 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; * 

  he is more to be feared than all gods. 

 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

  but it is the LORD who made the heavens. 

 

 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

  Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; * 

  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; * 

  bring offerings and come into his courts. 

 

 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; * 

  let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! * 

  He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

  he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

  let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

 before the LORD when he comes, * 

  when he comes to judge the earth. 

 

 13He will judge the world with righteousness * 

  and the peoples with his truth. 

 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 



 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to Titus. 

11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 
13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN Go, Tell It on the Mountain (LEVAS 21) 

All stand. 



 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to 

their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 



wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 

to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 

had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

THE SERMON BY THE REV. KRISTEN OSTENDORF  

 

THE CREED  

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 



who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (adapted from the Diocese of Central Pennsylvania) 

 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Father, in this holy night your Son our Savior was born in human flesh. Renew your Church as 

the Body of Christ. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who 

have no home and all who live in poverty. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to those on 

our parish prayer list. Look after those who work this night while others celebrate, including first 

responders, people who work in essential services, and the military. We pray for all who suffer in 

the sadness of our world. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night the angels sang, “Peace to God’s people on earth.” Strengthen those who work 

for peace and justice in the Middle East, Ukraine, the Sudan, Haiti and in all the world. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the 

gospel of Christ’s redemption. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. Bless 

our homes and all whom we love. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold in your hand 

all for whom memorials of flowers have been given, and all those who have passed through 

death in the hope of your coming kingdom. 

Holy God, Hear our prayer. 

Celebrant 

Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the 

worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph, and the saints, through him who is your Word 

made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

THE PEACE  

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  

The Celebrant says 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

Ephesians 5:2 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN God rest you merry, gentlemen (God Rest You Merry) (H 105) 



 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of 

the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we 

might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS: LEVAS 255 S 130 Holy, holy, holy (Schubert/Proulx) 

Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 



delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with Mary, Joseph, St. Cyril, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 



Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION  

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN A stable lamp is lighted (Andújar) (BLUE 1982 HYMNAL, #111) 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

The Blessing May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this 

holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

Amen. 

 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 

and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 

 



May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his 

peace and favor. Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you forever. Amen. 

 

PASSING OF THE LIGHT AND SINGING OF SILENT NIGHT (BLUE 1982 HYMNAL, 

#111) 

 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN Joy to the world! the Lord is come (Antioch) (H 100) 



 

 

DISMISSAL 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 
From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 



Join Us this Winter at Trinity! 
 

 

Brown Bag Bible study, from 11:30-1 on Mondays, will resume on Jan. 12. 

 

Healing Service on Zoom, at noon on Thursdays, will resume on Jan. 15. 

 

We need your leadership! Are you interested in being on a re-booted building/property 

committee, fundraising committee, or new spirituality committee? These groups will help 

advise the vestry and clergy on important issues in the life of our community. We are building up 

our lay leadership at Trinity. Could this be part of your New Year’s resolution? Let Kristen 

know! 

 

We’re giving it another try! We are having a community meal on Jan. 25, 4 p.m. in Stone Hall. 

Come help cook and meet our neighbors. Brief prayer service will begin the meal. We need help 

cooking the day before and help cooking and serving the day of.  

 

Step Sit and Tide Over Pantry: Can you help re-stock or sit with Kristen to meet the 

neighbors! It’s easy, and a great way to serve our community. 

 

Veterans ministry: Can you take charge for one activity in the coming year? We have lots of 

ideas of how to serve those who have served – Bingo parties, Water Ice “Happy Hours,” 

Celebrating Birthdays, Crafts and Snacks. We just need *you.* When you take responsibility for 

one month’s activities, it’s your choice! See Kristen or Joe to get on the schedule and talk about 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Trinity Dates: Mark your calendars! 

Dec. 28 – Lessons and Carols! 

Jan. 4 – Interest meeting immediately after service for building committee 

Jan. 18 – Vestry meeting to follow services 

Jan. 25 – Interest meeting immediately after service for the spirituality and worship 

committee 

Jan. 25 – Community meal, 4 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are placed to the glory of God and in loving memory of John & 

Elisabeth Brewer by Pam Smyth. 

THE WREATHS ON THE FRONT DOORS have been placed in memory of John and Esther Fleck & 

Bob and Mary Fleck by Donna Fleck. 

THE TREES IN THE SANCTUARY are placed to the glory of God and in loving memory of Joseph P. 

Kirkner, Jr., Kenneth W. Kirkner and Myrtle Kirkner. 

 

THE POINSETTIAS in the Church are placed                                                                                                        

to the Glory of God and in loving memory of: 

 
Kenneth Bush 

Peter Bush 

JC Brown 

Freda Bradford 

Linda Hammond 

Dominique Jennings 

Antionette Bush-Flowers 

Andre Cochran 

Harriet Bush 

Chester & Reba Ward 

Patsy Phillips 

Carey Family & Friends 

Bush Family & Friends 

Louise & Richard Cobb 

Marie & Ward Evans 

Mamie & Fred Korn 

Dick Kutz 

The Johnson Family 

The Cheatham Family 

Walter Cheatham 

Joan Sweeney 

Charles Lewis                          

Elizabeth Warnick 

Loved Ones of Pamela Smyth 

Bob & Mary Fleck 

Olga & George Degnan 

Roseanne Morrison 

Anna & William Krawchuk                               

Parents of Ann & Ken Furlong 

Parents of Bill & Kathy Terry 

Imam Sujono 

William Abbott 

Hartini E Laurens 

Mabel Reome 

Robin Paddock 

Robert Morris 

Tom Sherwood 

Carrie Sherwood 

William Carroll 

Jeanne R. Lee 

Loved Ones of Joe & Pat Kirkner 

Myrtle & Joseph Kirkner, Jr.  

Catherine Robins 

Franklin, William & Marion Gordon 

Beatrix, Caroline & Kenneth Eccles 

John & Dorothy Kirwin 

Mr. & Mrs. Victor J. Shanley, Jr. 

The Loved Ones of Chris & Erika Haak 

Virginia S. Keating 

Evelyn S. Weyrich 

David L Peirce 

George & Lois Hinkle 

Stephen & Dorothy and Joseph Reshey 

The Sullivan Brown Family 

Ira & Morrislene Ferguson 

Violet & Kenneth Purnsley 

Edith Purnsley 

David & Betty Dantzler 

David Dantzler 

Andrew Dudley 

Joan & Donald Davidson 

Ellen Hayes 

 



 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE TRINITY 

323 East Lincoln Highway 

Coatesville, Pennsylvania   19320 

610-384-4771 

 

Office Email:  Trinitycoates@aol.com 

Website:  www.trinitycoatesville.org 

 

 

Office Hours: 

  Monday-Thursday 

Friday: Office Closed 

 

 

 

Priest in Charge: The Rev. Kristen Ostendorf  908-489-1452 (kristen.ostendorf77@gmail.com) 

Organist and Choirmaster:  Rachel Lee Anemone 

Cello: Lauren Blackwell  

Parish Administrator: Jamoca Harkins  610-384-4771 (trinitycoates@aol.com) 

Community Engagement Coordinator: Liz Hulse (liztrinity323@gmail.com) 

 

 

VESTRY 

 

Sr. Warden:  Chris Haak 

Treasurer:  Minnie Kirwin 

  

Greg Bentley 

Nora Bush 

Pat Bush 

Al Carey 

Violet Cole 

Donna Fleck 

Stacey Heston 

Joseph Kirkner 

Kent Nation 

Betty Sullivan 
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