
CHURCH OF THE TRINITY 

Coatesville in 

the  

Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania  
  

Church of the Trinity is a congregation 

rooted in the faith and love of Christ, unified 

in diversity,  

seeking to grow and nourish  

the Trinity family and our Coatesville community.  
 

 
 

"1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,   

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.…”  

  
  

Dec. 14, 2025                                9:30 AM  

The Third Sunday of Advent: Gaudete (Rejoice!) 
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PRELUDE and LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH 

Entrance Rite 
ENTRANCE HYMN People, look East (Besançon Carol) (WLP 724) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION  

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living One. 

People You come to your people and set them free. 

  

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY  

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The following is said, all standing 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our 

sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 

The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

 1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 

 3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 
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 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 146:4-9 

Remain seated. 

4Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, * 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

  
5Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

  who keeps his promise forever; 

 

 6Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

  and food to those who hunger. 
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7The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 

  the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 
8The LORD loves the righteous; the LORD cares for the stranger; * 

  he sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
 

9The LORD shall reign forever, * 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah! 

 

 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 

 

A Reading from the letter of James. 
 

7Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the 

earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen 

your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take 

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ( CHRIST IS COMING - LEVAS 6) 

All stand. 

 

Christ is coming. Prepare the Way. 

Christ is coming. Prepare the Way. 

Christ is coming. Christ is coming.  

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are 

you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 

wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 

robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, 

I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
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Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 THE SERMON BY THE REV. KRISTEN OSTENDORF 

 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

All remain standing. 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
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For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For our Presiding Bishop, Sean, and our Bishop, Daniel, for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, including those on our parish prayer list below and 

those we now name silently or aloud. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Violet Armstead, Angie Ashe, Bob Austin, Molly Baldwin, Marsha Barley, Bill Besecker, Marie 

Hyacinthe Bribal, Anthony Brogan, Walter Bryant, Joyce Burgess-Lee, Millie Connor, Andrea Dudle, 

Ellie, Charles Emmett, Diane Evans, Morris Ferguson, Karen Fisher, Cassie Foreman, Kyla Foreman, 

Jacob Furlong, Ken Furlong, Bianca Giannotti, Linda Graber, Samantha Griggs, Sam Haak, Susan 

Hanft, Scott Hansberry, Esther Harvey, Pat Hendricks, Matt Hess, Danyell Jackson, Jennifer Jenkins, 

Diane Kitson, John and Lindsay, Lisa Kivett, Sye Lamar, Melanie Lifer, Olivia Lyons, Joseph Manni, 

Paige McLean, Kevin McGloon, Brian Miller, Tracy Mulligan, Bruce Murray, Adam Nolt, Jessica 

Nupponen, Gail Ostendorf, Barbara Oxenreider, Stan Pernsley, April Phillips, Ben Phillips, Lynn 

Pullman, Arlene Purnsley, Michael Rayner, Jacob Rockoff, Cathy Shaffer, Thomas Shanley, Erma 

Sinsabaugh, Barb Smelter, John Smelter, Stephen Smelter, Colby Stackhouse, Stephanie, Becky 

Swaggart, Sean, Dihona Talton and children, Catherine Thompson, Vicki Romberger, Norman Walters, 

Cyndi Walters, Isaac Warnick, Sally Warren, Paul Wayne, Mary Nell Weiss, Chanel Wiest, Brendan 

Willauer, Ruby Williams 

 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  

We give thanks for those members of our Trinity family celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this week, 

including Wayne Hanley.   

 

We remember especially all those who protect and serve and their families: the police, the firefighters, 

emergency medical personnel and those serving in the military, especially those listed who are near to our 

hearts and other blessings we name silently or out loud (a period of silence): 

Police: Lt Lori and Jeff Kistle, Marquis Costello Military: PO1 Andrew Combs, MAJ Corey Combs, 

Skylar Dantzler, MAJ Alex Deets, PO William Dowling, 1st LT Frank Furman, Jr., J. Andrew Hinkle, 

PFC Shane McWilliams, MGSgt Troy Meacham, Sgt Kaleel Pernsley, Specialist Jason Sage, CPT 

Jeremy Smith, LCMDR Michael Sracic MD, and MSgt Rewa. 



 8 

 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. We remember especially 

members of the Bentley and Stackwicz families, for whom the altar flowers are given, and Mary Fleck, in 

whose memory the side altar flowers are given on the anniversary of her passing.  

 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 

The Celebrant says 

Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 

this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 

The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
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People And also with you. 

  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 

The Celebrant says 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Watchman, tell us of the night (Aberystwyth) (H 640) 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 367) 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 367) 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 

life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or 

fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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SANCTUS S 125 Holy, holy, holy (Proulx) 

 

The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 

calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 

and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his command, O 

Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 

Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. Cyril and all your saints, we may enter 

the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 

now and forever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER LEVAS #264 

 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now sing: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth, 

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
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COMMUNION HYMN "Thy kingdom come!" on bended knee (St. Flavian) (H 615) 

 

POST-COMMUNION ANTHEM 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP p. 365) 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
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POST-COMMUNION HYMN Signs of endings all around us (Ton-y-Botel) (WLP 721) 
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DISMISSAL (BCP p. 366) 

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

 
From riteplanning.com. 

Copyright © 2025 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Pledge cards are due today! We will put them on the altar and bless our offerings to God this year. Forgot to 

turn yours in? That's OK - just get it in before Christmas. Thank you for your support! Never pledged before? 

See Kristen or a vestry member if you have questions about how it works! Every dollar counts, and we need 

you! 

 

Christmas Flowers are for sale – see the form. These were due Friday, but let us know if you still want 

your memorial included. Cost is $13.50 per plant. Help us prepare for the birth of Christ through this ministry 

of beauty through our altar guild. See Nora Bush if you have questions. 

 

Thank you to all who helped give the kids a fun morning yesterday at Breakfast with Santa, especially 

Pat Kirkner! 

 

Saturday, Dec. 20, 9-11 a.m. – Help the altar guild clean the church to get ready for Christmas services! All 

hands welcome! Then join us for the Greening of the Church on Sunday, Dec. 21 after the service and vestry 

meeting! 

 

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE: The holidays can be hard. Whether it’s because of past or recent losses, life 

transitions or strained relationships, not every day in December is one for celebration. Come sit with those who 

understand at our Longest Night Service on Dec. 21 at 4 p.m.  

 

Regular offerings, including the Brown Bag Bible Study will continue into Advent with a special art-based 

discussion. We meet Mondays, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Healing Service is on Thursdays at noon on Zoom. 

Look for the link in your email early each week! 

 

Trinity needs this week: Can you sorting and wash clothes in the basement? Update our non-electronic signs? 

Donate something to the tidy over pantry? Do some data entry? We need a lot of help to keep the building 

going! Contact Kristen if you can spare some time. 

 

Upcoming Trinity Dates: Mark your calendars! 

Dec. 20: Advent clean-up day, 9-11 a.m. 

Dec. 21: Special children’s liturgy, with celebration of St. Nicholas! 

Dec. 21: Vestry meeting 

Dec. 21: Greening of the church, to follow vestry meeting 

Dec. 21: Longest Night Service – a service of grief and remembrance for the community, 4 p.m. 

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve services: 5 p.m. (family oriented service with children’s sermon) and 8 p.m. 

(candlelight)  

 

 

The flowers are placed on the altar to the Glory of God 

and in Loving Memory of  

 

the Bentley and Stackwicz Family Members 

By Caroline Bentley 

 

And on the side altar 

 

In Loving Memory of Mary Fleck On the Anniversary of Her 

Passing  

By Donna Fleck 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE TRINITY 

323 East Lincoln Highway 

Coatesville, Pennsylvania   19320 

610-384-4771 

 

Office Email:  Trinitycoates@aol.com 

Website:  www.trinitycoatesville.org 

 

 

Parish Administrator Office Hours: 

   

Mon – Thurs:  4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Friday: Office Closed 

 

 

 

Priest in Charge: The Rev. Kristen Ostendorf  908-489-1452 (kristen.ostendorf77@gmail.com) 

Organist and Choirmaster:  Rachel Lee Anemone 

Parish Administrator: Jamoca Harkins  610-384-4771 (trinitycoates@aol.com) 

Community Engagement Coordinator: Liz Hulse (liztrinity323@gmail.com) 

 

 

VESTRY 

 

Sr. Warden:  Chris Haak 

Jr. Warden:  Dennis Dantzler 

Treasurer:  Minnie Kirwin 

  

Greg Bentley 

Nora Bush 

Pat Bush 

Al Carey 

Violet Cole 

Donna Fleck 

Stacey Heston 

Joseph Kirkner 

Kent Nation 

Betty Sullivan 
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